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would be sustained, should the military force be called into action.*
The citizens held a numerous meeting on the 25th, and renewed their resolves to discontinue importations unless the act was repealed; two hundred merchants signing an agreement to that effect. The retailers also determined to aid in carrying it into effective operation by refusing to purchase any goods imported in contravention of its provisions. A committee was appointed to address the city representatives, complaining of the restrictions on trade, and denouncing the act. The call for this assemblage was signed by the most wealthy and influential of the inhabitants; and in their address they assumed the boldest grounds against the pretensions of the Mother Country, to impose taxes on the Colonies without their consent; particularly repudiating the obnoxious stamp act of the Ministry, as arbitrary and oppressive. The Assembly received this address without any extraordinary excitement.
Peter Delancey, Jun., just arrived from England, had been appointed distributor for New York; but a committee of the Sons of Liberty convinced him of the danger of serving in that capacity, and he gave the most satisfactory evidence of his resignation, and of his determination to have no further concern in the enforcement of the act.
Maryland had enforced the resignation of two of her distributors; but Zachary Hood, the third, less wise or more daring, refused to abdicate, and fled to New York for protection. He was burned in effigy at home, and after having been some time within the Fort, under the protection of the Lieutenant-Governor, he retired to Flushing on Long Island.* But he did not escape the vigilance of the New York Committee, who sent a large deputation of the Sons of Liberty to compel him to resign, and to make oath of the sincerity of his renunciation, on the 28th November.f
* Holt's papers.
t For this salutary interposition, the Committee afterwards received